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SBleve Jessmore/ The Flint Jouma!
ary Bumpior pauxes 9% she pirces fage in downiown Durand 28 suntiss onihe

Faurtls of July.

"‘E love my community and we're ol involved,
118 what the prople here are.

We all do the same thing, There are so many
dedieated people. "I started this through ry
real ssmka} bt Dwas so offerded that anyone
would atiach a real astate card with their
e o it to the Amerfonn Gag. Usaid T wa
o do the Hags b find thet so offensive’ 1
just poalda’

he fags the first year, Dwas

i Hne at the store and this

gentleman asked me, "Ave you the flag lady?

Didyoudo the Fourth of July flags? 1twasso
good," he said. Tk was so precious. That's what

it all abouts just thet Hittle reaction, really.
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s had other companies say ‘U,
coIne svork with g, we

Sell :hf«b z, ?m,we, JLsay ‘good for you,' Thi

;w» w1 ar}, thig M‘iu 1 am Welve lived

i Durand, Llove &t

here. Em io*ae
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. Swmptar nss the strpels of Yernon, Banoredt sd Durand with fisgs
wery yoar for Use noliday. "I€s my way of saying thank youi 1o the community,” she

‘ Mary Sumpter, 85, of Burns
Tow nship is know n as the

"Flag Lady” to many in the Durand
area. Each Fourth of July for the
past dozen years, Surpter has
lined the streets of Durand,
Bancroft and Vernon with 3,000
American-made U.S flags. She has
enlisted the heip of area groups
including the Fulure Farmers of
America, Durand cheerieaders, Girl
sgouls and soccer club, making
donations to the groups in return
for their help in piacing the flags.
Sumpter also donated hundreds of
flags to Curand Middle School after
Sept. 11,2001, aswel as
nurrerous others, large and siral,
to the community. She has a
background in accounting and
finance and w as Burns Township
clerk and a Tow nship Board
menber before getting Into real
estate 13 years ago. S8he works
with Coldw e Banker Diane Ref
Realty, inc., in Morrice. She'is also
active in the Durand Champer ¢f
Corrrerce, Raifroad Cays
committee, Kiw anis Club and has
been the Beautful Baby Contest
chairw oman for 10 years. 8he and
husband Chuck have tw o shildren
and three grandchildren.
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